confident bride |aovice

20 Secrets

for the
Perfect
Wedding

From timing to

budgeting to breaking

in your shoes, here are some tlps the experts
really want you to KnOW. by Jennifer Lazarus

What's the Rush? Sure, vou're sxcited

when you pet engaged, but don’t ner
imputlaively, aavs Cathy Johingon of Catly:
Johnson Weeddings, in Oklahama City,
Oiklaheana, “Se many brides qasd ot aond
seart paating dewn deposits withom thinking
through the lagisties of what pores inlo
plamming o memomble day.” she <,
wilvise the britde ard grodm o et it all sink
i mnel wait for o few wiseks after they get
engaged, Then span.™

Get the Big Proture. “You need 1o

cnwigion the kind of welding vou
want=—ottidoors, cockiail reeeptio,

sava Rathi . Fvans, event coordinotor for

All the Best 'ﬁﬂlﬂmp.md Celell&mﬂm

vou know 105 a beach h‘midmp. Fur el
vl can choosa vous codors, aml the st of
theet hetdil=—lienr, Do o foel—will
sdard fos fall imte place,

Create a ‘Wants' and a ‘Needs®
wo® List. “Try (o separate your ‘wants®
from your *needs,” ™ anys Samantha
Goldbe:rg, owner of Gold Events Planning,
in Bridgewuter, New Jersev, “The “needs”
list eonsisis of the ilems vou hove ta hove o
ke vour spevia] day work, such s a good
photographer wud on afferdable venue,
while the "wanls’ are the items vou get after
the “needs” ure scquired (such as crmate
cemerpivees of customized [avers)™
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Kniow Your Budgel Really, Really
Well. “Do not speasd a dinse dr book a
simgle service until thies twn |,|f:|.'\lj|.|. f'l.u.'w.'
thwerauglily worked ool vorer basdget,” wave
Jemm Piennl of Jean Preard “%EEE
Conslting, based m Sanls Barbur,
Californin. “This 15 where o couple can go
wrong early in the gome snd never recover.
Theey fall in bove with & ventee sl boak i
riget wway, then fiil they have 1o skimp an
everviling clse, ineluding necessties.”
Don't Cut the Wrong Corners. Sure,
Unede Hurry vl love to taboe YOI
wisdling photos, but will you be bappy with
them? Probaldy not. says Barbars Thieiji of
Belle Ovensions. in San Francisoo. *Always
hire: profissional, lieensed vendoms,™ she
mlvises, ~Yis will save voursell a lot of
atiees b hirnge will-qualified |Impnll.'. whise
wark vou e counl on.”
B True to Yourself. 1 el brides
that whien they are offensd suppestions
that thy aeen’t T Koy wsin, Aoy shioulid
i'ﬂ'}“ll"l:ﬁ' EIK, That™ an ;lllr_'ll-.t;llg i!h'[l,'l uml
thien g vl with what they really want 1o
i, s Cinnly Clemraater of
Seenlelehrations, in 21, Croix, 15V,
Don't Cverthink. “Cuce vou make o
decision, doa’ go back and rethink it
ovar sl over again” Aayvs Sasha Seusa. o
Califormineluse] event Plullrll'l. =1 |II:HL
st beimls ten Daniedial wpoinesss. | onderstuned
that it smy s hand o minkes i eeision, bt

anee i matde, eleck it off the Tt and

quickly mave o 10 e teat thing.™

Don't Multitask. SO thing tlat

alwaws wrrke ok peadlv well fos my
wlivants = o e lask al o e FIII,III.lliIIF_
sehedbule,” sve Kelly MeWilltmms of
WeddingshaSocinlites.com, based in Capee
Coml, Flonda, “Give soir=ell taelve o
fiftecn months o plan, and tackle one ilem
on your checklist ata tine, Some things will
tabe i o, others will take thiee weeks
of & moatth, bt |u||."ruF juA.T e gjlﬁ al
timse allives sl Tn feweii=. (1] lllu-lar\.L ol ||||;||||.
anul it grt o erahelmed,”

Don't Bea Superwaman. “Ttrides

often get this iden that they can do
evervihing.™ says Terren T Skoges, o
wedlding a0l event dissignes based in Jebyll
Ikl Gesrgia. = TheyIl say, it |'I||-J||;w‘r'|
o S ot Do of B b it my wel "II1 i
takes over 200 hours o plan o wedding, so
et plemy o hedp o Tnmily, friemids or o
wedliding planner.”
1 Maka 1L Lagal. “Owe of thir et

irmprntant piece of advive we give o

all of paer 4.1m|l|rsl-, lmlm'm”.r when I|:|r:|."|l'
intembing tn mary in o foreign conntry, 1=
muztke e legal paperwork the Lt prierin”
amvs Stephnnie Skiba de Garein, destinatinn
weckding planner anad owner of Commel
Wedding Planner, in Comamel. Mexicn,
“The best suggestion we can offer is 1o et all
of those requiremwents handled sl ool of thie
way in the: besgzinming,” she savs. “Tiusy're
teddions bul necessrry, But after that, veu can
foens on the fun parts of the engagemen
process,” Continued on page 184


http://atbcelebrations.com/



